WATER TO WINE

Text: John 2:1-11
Readings: Isaiah 25:1-9
Theme: Jesus turned water into wine to show his glory as the Son of God and the Christ of the New Covenant.
Purpose: To direct our faith to Jesus as the Son of God and to the joy of his kingdom.

******************************

The gospel of John is different from the other three. Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the synoptic gospels, which means they have the same view on the life of Jesus; they are similar in style and in the material they cover. 
John wrote his gospel later, probably in the 90's AD. Many scholars think he knew the content of the other three gospels and did avoided repeating their information. He was very selective in what he recorded. Jesus three years of ministry covered about 1000 days; John only covers 20 of those. Chapters 13-18 cover just 24 hours! He does not mention Christ's birth nor any of the parables. 

He also has a different report of the miracles of Jesus. Altogether the gospels record about 35 of Christ's miracles. The synoptic gospels each record about 20 of them - some the same, some different; but John only mentions seven. Six of these are not mentioned in the other three gospels and so are unique to John. He calls them "signs" and scholars have called the first half of this book - chapters 1-12 - the book of signs. 

John describes Jesus in ordinary everyday life - living, working, speaking, eating with other people in their daily lives - people like us - buying and selling, being born and dying, being healthy or sick, attending funerals and weddings. 

Here is a story about Jesus at a wedding. Many of you may have attended wedding in recent times.

The first social occasion Jesus attended in his public ministry was a wedding. This was very soon after he had been baptised in the Jordan river, down in Judea, by John the Baptist. This wedding was the occasion of his first miracle. 

Today I am going to describe what happened in this miracle, then consider its purpose and then look at the response of the disciples. 

1. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE MIRACLE:

The wedding was in Cana. We don't know exactly where that was but it was probably about 15 kms north of Nazareth. The marriage probably involved a member of Jesus' family or at least a close friend of the family. 

While they were attending Mary, the mother of Jesus, came to him and said; "They have no more wine." Mary may well have had some responsibility for the catering of this wedding. 
Some of the women here have catered for large functions; you know what this is like - you want the catering to go smoothly so you pay close attention to everything that is happening. Mary did the same.

Weddings in those times lasted for up to a week, so the bridegroom needed a lot of food and wine to keep people going, especially as new guests continued to arrive. To run out of wine was a social disaster because the people of the Near East put a lot of emphasis on hospitality. To fail to provide properly for your guests would damage the reputation of the family and cause major embarrassment. So the groom was in big trouble!

Mary approached Jesus as her oldest son. There is no mention of Joseph in any of the gospels during Jesus ministry which suggests that by this time Mary was a widow. No doubt she had come to rely heavily on Jesus. Here, naturally, she turned to him once again. She probably did not expect him to work a miracle; instead she looked to him for help. 

His reply to Mary is unusual, not what we might have expected. "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" By addressing his mother as, "Woman", Jesus removed himself from her. He was not rude to her, but he did indicate a separation, a distance between them. From now on their relationship was different. She could no longer think of him as her son. 

He said; "Why do you involve me." He had lived at home for the last 30 years, but now he had begun his public ministry; from now on he needed to follow the course he and the Father and the Spirit had planned out; he had to do the task his Father had given him.

Mary had to step back and let him go; she had to allow him to pursue his task. No doubt this was difficult for but, to her credit, she did this. Here, and in other passages in the gospels, she gave evidence of a gracious and strong faith. 

Jesus then said; "My time has not yet come." (vs 4). Jesus said this a number of times during his ministry (7:6, 8, 30, 8:20). He was referring to the time of his suffering and death. 

Eventually that time came. On that Palm Sunday when he entered Jerusalem he could say; "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified" (12:23); that was the hour of his suffering and death and resurrection. (cf. 13:1). 
But at this point, at the very beginning of his ministry, he could say; "My time has not yet come."

In the home where the wedding feast was held there were six large stone jars, each holding about 100 litres. The Jews used these for their ceremonial washing. They thought that their regular contact with the Gentiles made them unclean (Mk 7:3-4) and so they poured water over their hands before eating and before reading the law. This was not commanded in the law but it was something that had developed in the traditions of the elders. Many guests required a great deal of water.  

Jesus told the servants to fill the jars with water and then to draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet - he was the head waiter who was responsible for overseeing the catering at the wedding. After tasting the wine he called the bridegroom aside and said; "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." (vs 10).

Here was a miracle! Water turned to wine. And not cheap cask wine from Pak and Save, but really good wine with a fine flavour! 

This was the first miracle of the Lord Jesus. But it was not the miracle we might have expected him to do. This one was unusual and was different from the others; he did not give sight to the blind, or hearing to the deaf, or healing to the leper, or life to the dead. Instead, he turned water into wine at a wedding!

Not long before this Jesus had been in the desert. There Satan had tempted him to turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger, but Jesus had refused to use his power for his own advantage. But here he turned water into wine for the benefit of this young couple and their guests.

This teaches us that the Messiah was no ascetic - he was not someone who always punished his body and denied himself food and water and sleep, as did some of the Christians in the early church and the Middle Ages. Rather, Jesus loved people and he enjoyed mixing and talking with others. He appreciated food and wine. He enjoyed life and living. 

He even contrasted himself with John the Baptist saying that John did not come eating or drinking; but Jesus did, so much so that his enemies said; "Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners." (Matt 11:18-19). 

In this he fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament, like the one we read earlier. That passage associated the coming of the Messiah with a rich feast, like a wedding banquet: "The Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine - the best of meats and the finest of wines" (25:6). This was a message about Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and the joy he would bring. 

We can learn something from this for ourselves. Jim Boice observed that "Some Christians go around with grim looks and long faces. If they ever find themselves in the company of someone else who is having a good time they immediately suspect that the cause of the fun is either illegal, immoral or fattening."! (John, Vol 1, p. 164). 

In his lectures to his students Spurgeon encouraged then to show a joy in the Lord; "An individual who has no geniality about him had better be an undertaker, and bury the dead, for he will never succeed in influencing the living...I commend cheerfulness to all who would win souls; not levity and frothiness, but a genial happy spirit. There are more flies caught with honey than vinegar...."

Let's remember this in our lives and families. Let's be known as people who enjoy life and living and food and company. Let's rejoice in God's goodness, as Jesus did. 
Let's come back to this story. CS Lewis wrote a book on miracles. In that he pointed out that God the Creator is actually performing this miracle all the time - every day, all over the world, he changes water into wine! This happens as vines draw up the water from the ground. They use the sun and warm air to transform that into grape juice which is then fermented into wine. Psalm 104 tells us that God makes "wine that gladdens the heart of man" (v 14-15). 
This miracle is a natural process that was speeded up; Jesus put this process into fast forward!

2. This brings us to consider, secondly, THE PURPOSE OF THIS MIRACLE:

Jesus did this miracle, and others, to "reveal his glory". John called the miracles "signs". They were not tricks to impress people; Jesus was not a magician. Each one was a sign pointing to Jesus. He is the focus of every miracle.  

John wanted his readers to understand more about Jesus. This is why he left out all the details that someone might normally include when they describe a wedding. We don't know the names of the bride or the groom. Women are always interested in the wedding dress of the bride, but no mention is made of the bridal gown nor of the dresses of the bridesmaids. We don't how many guests were there nor what was on the menu! John left out all those details because he wanted us to see the glory of Jesus Christ.

The word glory means radiance or splendour; it has the idea of majesty and power. 
Jesus seemed like an ordinary man, just like any of us. He was, people thought, the son of Mary and Joseph. He was a carpenter. He was just one of the guests at this wedding. 
But there was more to Jesus than met the eye. He was also the eternal son of God who had come from heaven, the great "I Am"!

This miracle was the first revelation of his glory, the first hint, the first glimpse. 
At the beginning of his ministry Jesus kept his miracles in the background, he down played them. Sometimes he only let his disciples see them; at other times he asked the person not to tell others. He knew that excitement and wonder did not produce faith. He did not want people to follow him merely as the miracle worker. He wanted time to teach the people and explain who he was. 
But this was a glimpse of his glory, a glory that was to be seen most fully in his death and resurrection. 
Gradually, progressively, through his words and deeds and miracles, Jesus revealed more and more of who he was. 

3. This brings us to consider THE RESPONSE TO THIS MIRACLE.

We read that "his disciples put their faith in him." (vs 11b)

This was the reason for all these signs. John explained this at the end of his gospel (20:30f). "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." 

Recently a lot of attention has been given to Sir Edmund Hilary following his death. He was a man of courage, determination and kindness. There have been many other men and women like him - people who have contributed much to the lives of others.

But only Jesus Christ can give people life! He could do this through his death. This too was pictured in this miracle.  

The water in the six stone jars was used for ceremonial washing by the Jews. Those ceremonies practised by the Jews pointed ahead to Jesus himself. Water only made people clean on the outside; Jesus can make you clean on the inside. He can purify you from all sin, he can wash away your stains, he can pardon your guilt. 

After his death there would be no further need of ceremonial washing and purification rituals. 
He replaced the water of the old covenant with the new wine of the new covenant. 

Jesus did these signs to prove who he was as the Messiah, as the Son of God, as the fulfilment of the entire Old Testament. 

His disciples believed in him, they "put their faith in him". John used this phrase 36 times in this gospel. "...in him" describes a personal connection, a union with Christ; they trusted in him, relied on him, depended on him. They did not just believe that he was God's Son, they believed in him. 

With their physical eyes they saw the sign of the water turned to wine, and with the eyes of faith they saw Jesus as the Son of God. 

The words, "I believe" are short and simple but they are of great importance. They are the difference between life and death, not only in this life, but for all eternity. 

Have you seen something of the glory of the Lord Jesus?
Do you recognise him as the promised Messiah? 
Are you sharing in the joy of his coming?
Do you believe in him as the Son of God? 
Have you put your faith in him?

Amen. 

